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I
(Moody Morning Star)
[b flat - g" flat]

Oh moody morning star
why have you chosen this,
of all nights,
to dawdle in your great spin
around the world?

Why tonight
when another lies
warm and snug
beneath my Demo’s cloack?

And why,
when my tender love lay with me,
did you come so soon
to bring the light
and lough to end our tender night?

(Meleager)

II
(The Messenger of Spring)
[d' flat - a" flat]

Come divine lyre
speak to me
and find yourself a voice

Strike the strings
sing to us
of the spring maidens:

More golden than gold
sweet voiced girl, a tender girl
who had come from heaven
clad in a purple mantle;

And on the ground
the purple flower.

And I long and yearn
for the messenger of spring -

the lovely voiced nightingale.

(Sappho: collection of fragments)



I
(From the lake to this city)
[c' - a" flat]

Woven flowers . . .
horses . . . birds

from the lake to this city . . .

from peaks whence sweet-scented . . .
grey-green . . . cold water . . .
vine-clad . . . green reeds . . . rustling . . .
spring-time . . .
far-seen, and down . . .
assembly . . .

(Alcaeus: papyrus fragments, P. Oxy. 1788 fr. I)

v
(Virginity)
[d - f'#]

Virginity, virginity,
where have you gone,
deserting me?

‘Never again
shall I come to you:
never again

shall I come.’

(Sappho: Demetr. Eloc. 140)

Duration: c. 8 mins
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