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                                                                      Short note 

When after many years of intense professional activity as a singer and as a choral conductor I finally 
dared to write choral music myself, the choice of poet came automatically and naturally: Like for most 
poetry lovers, and obviously not just my compatriots, Kavafis has always been an infinite source of 
reflexion and inspiration - I would go so far as to say that during the years that were formative for my 
spiritual developement, the poems in this collection have played a defining role. 
In my writing, I have tried to follow the texts as closely as I could. 
Since Kavafis’ poetry is deeply appreciated internationally, I have adapted the composition to the 
English language as well.    
The pieces can be performed individually, but my intention has been from the start that they comprise 
a unity. 

Marilena Zlatanou   

www.zlatanou.net
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