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Five Kavafis’ Poems

To épyo auTtd UTTAPXEl O€ TEGOEPIG HOPYPEG:
EAANVIKG, yia ekt xopwdia a cappella

o€ ayyAIKN JETA@PAON, Yia JEIKTA Xopwdia
a cappella

EAANVIKA, yia pEIKTH xopwdia pe ouvodeia
EYXOpdWV

o€ ayyAIKA HETAQPAOT, YIO MEIKTH Xopwdia HE
ouvodeia eyxopdwv

This work exists in four versions:

In the original Greek language, for mixed choir
a cappela

In English translation, for mixed choir a
cappela

In the original Greek language, for mixed choir
and string accompagnement

In English translation for mixed choir and
string accompagnement




To épyo autd UTTAPXEl OE TECOEPIG HOPPEG:
1. EAAnVIKd, yia yeikT xopwdia a cappella
2. o€ ayyAKr Yetd@paan, yia YEIKTA xopwdia a cappella
3. EAMNVIKA4, yia PeIKTA xopwdia pe ouvodeia eyxdpdwv (A mdvou)
4. o€ ayyAIKr JETAQPAON, VIO UEIKTH Xopwdia ue ouvodeia eyxopdwv (] TTiIdvou)

This work exists in four versions:
1. In the original Greek language, for mixed choir a cappela
2. In English translation, for mixed choir a cappela
3. Inthe original Greek language, for mixed choir and string accompaniment (or piano)
4. In English translation for mixed choir and string accompaniment (or piano)

@) Mikp6 onpeiwpa (@J)

OTtav perd atrd TTOAAd XPOVIa EVTATIKAG ETTAYYEAUATIKAG dpacTnEIOTNTAG oav KAAOOIKA TpayoudioTpia
KOl JAEOTPOG XOPWAIWV ETITEAOUG TOAUNCA VA YpAdWw XOpwdIaKr YOUTIKA Kal N idia, n €TTIAOYA Tou
TToINTA APBE auTtduaTa Kal UOIKA: OTTwG Kal yia TOUG TTEPITOOTEPOUS AATPES TNG TToinaNg, Kail OxI
BéBaia pévo TOUG CUPTTATPIWTEG Mou, 0 KaBdeng utrpée TTAvTa Yia aveEAVTANTN TTNYA OTOXAoUOU Kal
EuTTveuang, 6a éAeya PAAIoTa OTI € XPOVIA ATTOQOCICTIKA YIa TNV TIVEUUATIKA JoU eEEAIEN, ETTaIEaV Ta
TTOINMATA TNG CUAAOYNG aUTHG, pOAO KaBoPIOTIKO.

270 ypdyipo TTpoaTTdénoa va akoAouBAow Tov Adyo Tou TTIOTA.

Eteidn n moinon tou KaBden civai Téoo ayatrntry d1eBvwg, ékava TTpoaapuoyn TG ouvBeong Kai oTnv
ayyAIKn yAwoaoa.

Ta KOPpdTIa QuTd PTToPoUV va eKTEAECBOUV Kal JePovwUEVA, AAAG n okEWn Pou UTTAPEE €€ apxng OTI

arroteAolV pia evoTnTa.
MapiAéva ZAaravou
www.zlatanou.net

ﬁry Short note (@)

When after many years of intense professional activity as a singer and as a choral conductor | finally
dared to write choral music myself, the choice of poet came automatically and naturally: Like for most
poetry lovers, and obviously not just my compatriots, Kavafis has always been an infinite source of
reflexion and inspiration - | would go so far as to say that during the years that were formative for my
spiritual developement, the poems in this collection have played a defining role.
In my writing, | have tried to follow the texts as closely as | could.
Since Kavafis’ poetry is deeply appreciated internationally, | have adapted the composition to the
English language as well.
The pieces can be performed individually, but my intention has been from the start that they comprise
a unity.
Marilena Zlatanou
www.zlatanou.net



FIVE KAVAFIS POEMS

Adaptation of composition FIVE KAVAFIS’ POEMS into english language by M. Zlatanou

1. ITHACA

When you set out on your journey to Ithaca,
pray that the road is long,
full of adventure, full of knowledge.
The Lestrygonians and the Cyclops,
the angry Poseidon -- do not fear them:
You will never find such as these on your path,
if your thoughts remain lofty, if a fine
emotion touches your spirit and your body.
The Lestrygonians and the Cyclops,
the fierce Poseidon you will never encounter,
if you do not carry them within your soul,
if your soul does not set them up before you.

Pray that the road is long.
That the summer mornings are many, when,
with such pleasure, with such joy
you will enter ports seen for the first time;
stop at Phoenician markets,
and purchase fine merchandise,
mother-of-pearl and coral, amber and ebony,
and sensual perfumes of all kinds,
as many sensual perfumes as you can;
visit many Egyptian cities,
to learn and learn from scholars.

Always keep Ithaca in your mind.
To arrive there is your ultimate goal.
But do not hurry the voyage at alll.

It is better to let it last for many years;
and to anchor at the island when you are old,
rich with all you have gained on the way,
not expecting that Ithaca will offer you riches.

Ithaca has given you the beautiful voyage.
Without her you would have never set out on the road.
She has nothing more to give you.

And if you find her poor, Ithaca has not deceived you.
Wise as you have become, with so much experience,
you must already have understood what Ithacas mean. (1971)

Konst. Kavafis Marilena Zlatanou
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2. THE CITY

You said, "l will go to another land, | will go to another sea.

Another city will be found, better than this.
Every effort of mine is condemned by fate;
and my heart is -- like a corpse -- buried.

How long in this wasteland will my mind remain.

Wherever | turn my eyes, wherever | may look

| see the black ruins of my life here,
where | spent so many years, and ruined and wasted."

New lands you will not find, you will not find other seas.
The city will follow you. You will roam the same
streets. And you will age in the same neighborhoods;

in these same houses you will grow gray.
Always you will arrive in this city. To another land -- do not hope --

there is no ship for you, there is no road.

As you have ruined your life here

in this little corner, you have destroyed it in the whole world. (1910)

Konst. Kavafis
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3. WALLS

Without consideration, without pity, without shame
they have built great and high walls around me.

And now | sit here and despair.
| think of nothing else: this fate gnaws at my mind;

for | had many things to do outside.
Ah why did | not pay attention when they were building the walls.

But | never heard any noise or sound of builders.
Imperceptibly they shut me from the outside world. (7896)
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4. THE WINDOWS

In these darkened rooms, where | spend
oppresive days, | pace to and fro

to find the windows. -- When a window
opens, it will be a consolation. --

But the windows cannot be found, or | cannot
find them. And maybe it is best that | do not find them.
Maybe the light will be a new tyranny.

Who knows what new things it will reveal. (1903)
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5. AS MUCH AS YOU CAN

Even if you cannot shape your life as you want it,

at least try this

as much as you can; do not debase it
in excessive contact with the world,

in the excessive movements and talk.

Do not debase it by taking it,
dragging it often and exposing it
to the daily folly
of relationships and associations,
until it becomes burdensome as an alien life. (1913)
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KQNZTANTINOZ KABA®HZ (1863-1933)

I0AKH

>a Byeig otov TTRyaiud yia tnv 18dkn,

va guxeoal vdval yakpug o dpoduog,

YEMATOG TTEPITTETEIEG, YEMATOG YVWOEIG.

Toug AaioTpuydvag kal Toug KUKAwTTag,

Tov Bupwpévo Mooeidwva un eopdaail,

TéTOIO GTOV OPOPO gou TTOTE oou dev Ba Bpeig,
av PEV' N OKEWIG 00U UWNAR, av EKAEKTA
OuyKivNnoIg TO TTVEUUA KAl TO WO 00U ayyicel.
Toug AaioTpuyodvag kal Toug KUKAwTTag,

Tov dyplo MNooeidwva dev Ba ouvavtroeig,

av Ogv TOUG KOUBAVEIG HEG OTNV Yuxr oou,

av n wuxn oou dgv Toug OTAVEI EPTTPOS GOU.
Na euxeoal vaval Jokpug o dpOUOG.

MoAAd Ta KaAokalpIvd TTpwid va gival

TTOU WE TI EUXAPIOTNOI, PE TI Xapd

Ba ytraivelg o€ Aipévag TTPWTOEIdWHEVOUG:

va oTaPaTAoEIS ' eutropeia PoIvIKIKA,

Kl TEG KOAEG TTPAYUATEIEG V' OTTOKTHOEIG,
OeVTEQIa KAl KOPAAAIQ, KEXPIUTTAPIA K' €BEVOUG,
Kal NSOVIKA HUpwdIKAG KABe Aoyig,

0600 pTTOpPEIG TTI0 dPBova NOOVIKA JUPWIIKA:
o€ TTOAeIG AIlyUTTTIOKEG TTOAAEG va TTAG,

va PJABeIg kal va PdBeig aTr' Toug OTTOUBOCHEVOUG.

Mdavta oTov vou oou VAxeIg TNV 184AKn.
To @Bdoiyov eKei €iv' 0 TTPOOPICUOS CoU.
AAAG un Biaceig To Tagidr didAou.
KaAAitepa xpovia TToANG va SiapkEoel:
Kal yépog Tia V' apd&eig oTo vnai,
TAoUCI0G pe 60a KEPDIOESG aToV OpbLO,

pN TTPocdoKWVTAG TTAOUTN va o€ dwael n 16dkn.

H 18dkn o' ¢édwaoe 10 wpaio Tagid.
Xwpig autAv dev Bdapyaiveg atov dpbdpo.
AMAo Oev €xel va o€ dwaoel TTIa.

Ki av TITwyIkA TNV Bpeig, n 18dkn dev o€ yéAaok.

ETo1 c0@6G¢ TToU éyiveg, ue TOON TTEipa,
non Ba 1o katdAafeg n 18dKeg TI onuaivouv.

H NOAIZ

Eitreg: «Oa mdyw 0’ dAAN yn, Ba TTdyw G° AAAN
B8dAaocoa.

Mia TTOAIG AAAN Ba Bpebei KaAAiTEPN aTTd AUTH.

KdBe mrpootrdOeia you pia katadikn gival ypa@Th:

K’ €iv’ n kapdid pou — oav vekpdG — Bapévn.

O voug pou wg TTOTE PHEG OTOV HAPATUOV aUTOV Ba PEVEL.
‘OT110U TO PATI JOU YUPIOW, OTTOU KI AV dw

epeitma pavpa TG Cwng Hou BAETTW 6w,

TToU TO6OQ XPoVIa TTEPACA Kal prpaga Kal XaAaoa.»

Kaivoupioug 16110UG b€V Ba Bpeig, dev BABPEIG AAAES
BdAaooeg.

H moAIg Ba o€ akoAouBei. ZToug dpduoug Ba yupvag
Toug idloug. Kail oTeg yeiToviég Teg id1Eg Ba yepvag:

Kal JEG OTa idla aTTiTIO QUTA 6’ aoTTPICEIS.

Mavra atnv TOAI auth Ba @BdAvelg. MNa Ta aAAoU — un
eATTICEIG—

O¢ev €xel TTAoIo yia o€, dev €XEl 000.

‘ETo1 TTOU Th CWr oou prNAgeES £dW

OTNnV KWXN T0UTN TNV MIKPA, 0° 6AnV TNV yn TV XAAAOEG.

TEIXH

Xwpig TTepioKeWIv, Xwpig AUTTNV, XWpPig a1dw
MeydAa K uwnAd TpiyUpw Pou EKTIoAV TEIXN.

Kai kdBopai kal atreATTiCopal Twpa e6w.
AAAO Bev OKETTTOMAI: TOV VOUV JOU TPWYEI AUTH n TUXN"

QI6TI TTpdypaTa TTOAAG £Ew va KAPW €ixov.
A étav éKTICaV TA TEIXN TTWG VA UNV TTPOCEEW.

AAAG Oev dkouoa TTOTE KPOTOV KTIGTWV 1 fXOV.
Avettaio0nTwG Y’ ékAeioav atrd Tov KOOUOV E¢w.

TATAPAOYPA

3’ QUTEG TEG OKOTEIVEG KAUAPEG, TTOU TTEPVW)
MEPES BAPUEG, ETTAVW KATW TPIYUPVW

yla vappw Ta TTapadupa.— OTtav avoigel

éva TTapdBupo Bdval TTapnyopia.—

Ma Ta TTapdBupa dev BpiokovTal, i OV PTTOPW
va TaBpw. Kal kaAAitepa icwg va pnv 1a Bpw.
lowg 10 Pwg Bdval pia véa Tupavvia.

Molog &Eper T1 kavoUpia TTpayuaTa Ba Seiel.

0OzO0 MNOPEIZ

Ki av dgv ptropeig va KAueIg Tnv wr) oou 6TTwg TV
BéAeig,

TOUTO TTPOCTTAONOE TOUAGYXIOTOV

600 PTToPEIG: PNV TNV €euTEAICEIG

MEG aTnV TTOAAR ouvd@eia Tou KOTUOU,

MEG OTEG TTOANEG KIVAOEIG KI OMIAIEG.

Mnv Tnv e€euTeAieIg TTNaivovTag TNy,
yupiCovTag ouxVvd K eKBETOVTAG TNV
OTWV OXEOEWV KOl TWV OUVAVOGTPOPWYV
TNV KaBnuepivrv avonaoia,

WG TTOU Va Yivel 0a PIa &Evn POPTIKH.



