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The National Monument on Calton Hill was built to commemorate
those killed in the Napoleonic Wars. Designed in imitation of the
Parthenon, it was begun in 1826 and abandoned unfinished when
the money ran out. Sometimes, however, ghosts have other plans. . .

The Completed Parthenon on Calton Hill

Toiling along Princes street, then up Waterloo Place,
a Doric pillar on each shoulder. Victorious immortal—
us and our classically proportioned backbreaking loads.

We left our dead on the battlefield — they are always allowed for
in advance, calculated like futures, hedge funds,
algorithms of acceptable loss.

Everyone's conscience is clear, and when the sum don't
don't work out no one's to blame
but history.

Two centuries on, we've slowed to a standstill almost—
nothing more than a trick of the light,
our exhaustion the wind sighing high above the city.

The completed Parthenon is all that matters. We'll get there.
One day we'll slot the missing pillars in, cement them
stick on a roof, a frieze.

Until then we only keep going.
Below us, the spread out streets and shopping malls
surge electric,

what's human soon delivers up its soul.

Whoever wanders here, take care. These unfinished
stones mark unfinished wars — as all wars are.

From the book The Magicians of Edinburgh
Polygon 2012






The Completed Parthenon on Calton Hill

Poem: Ron Butlin

dur ~ 7":20"

Music: Kostas Rekleitis
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The National Monument on Calton Hill Designed in imitation of the Parthenon,
was built to commemorate those killed it was begun in 1826 and abandoned
in the Napoleonic Wars. unfinished when the money ran out.
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