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Program notes

“A trip to Tinos island”

This piece aims at expressing in musical terms the emotions—or
preferably- the moods experienced during a trip to the island of Tinos,
including a pilgrimage to Panagia’s church.

It is made of 4 Movements corresponding to the 4 phases of the trip:
A. Preparing for the trip and travelling by ship to the island.
B. Pilgrimage to Panagia’s church. Praying and paying dues.
C. Touring the island for some days in September.
D. Return trip home.

Key-basic moods experienced in each phase:
A. State of joy, restlessness, energy, some worry, mixed feelings.
B. Religionness, holiness, awe
C. Pleasure, satisfaction from completion of a promise, serenity, hope
D. Sea trip un-easiness, joy for returning home, various mixed
feelings.

From a technical point of view, the piece is based on the split of two
octaves in 3 equal parts, i.e. from C to Ab and from Ab to E and from E
to C. Three lydian 5-chords are so obtained (the first: do, re, mi, fa#, sol —
the second: lab, sib, do, re, mib and the third: mi, fa#, sol#, la#, si.),
which determine 3 different tonalities used separately or in combinations
of two (bi-tonality).

The harmony is derived from the above scale and the progressions are
constructed using the cycle of thirds. A free progression is used in certain
parts of the piece. Rhythmic models remind jazzy schemes.
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PIANO QUINTET No 1

""A trip to Tinos island"
(in 4 consecutive movements)

Vassilis Bakopoulos

MOVEMENT I: Trip planning and realization

Emotions: joy, restlessness, energetic mood, mixed feelings

Vivace deciso (J= ca 150)
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(Note: the cello theme must prevail)
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MOVEMENT II: Praying in Panagia's church

Emotions: religionness, holiness, awe
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Note: The piano chord notes to be hit with a very small time gap randomly, as if it were church bells operated by 5 different persons.
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MOVEMENT III

Piu mosso (J= ca 76)
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(main theme - to be clearly heard)
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play the notes in the boxes random and fast. Use various
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Vivace allegro (J= ca 150)
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MOVEMENT IV: Quiet trip back

emotions: mixed feelings-dues paid, sea trip, returning home
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