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Manolis Kalomiris (1883-1962)
SYMPHONY No.2. “OF THE GOOD AND SIMPLE PEOPLE” (1931)
Sice A
I. In the plain. Allegretto vivo,
11, 1yl siix champs. Moderato ma non troppo bento.
Side B,

L. At the fircplace (Grandmother Vavam ), Scherzo,
1% ©0n the mountain, Finale
e Orrchestra & Chaoir of the Bulgarian RTV
Conductor: Byron Fidetais. Soloast: Markela ||..|1.r|.|r|n1_|“._-w_|.:|.,
Cherus Master; Mikhail Milkol. First Violin: Ivan Pecy
Producer: Hans Politopoulos,

Manolin Kalsmirts, ibe {ather guee of the Greek National
Sctvord, was born 18 Smvma in 1553 and died in Aibsens in
1962, His manifold activities s composer, goguc,
frander of comervatosrcs, bolder of varous official posd-
tiows. awibor of musical lextbooks asd music critic, all
greck masical life 10 3 considerable extent during the
first hall of the twenticth century. His edely contsct with the
E“h ok song, his gevman musscal oducation (he stsdied in
ezmna VR0 -190), his aguaintance with the Rissian Nation-
al School (he worked in Kharkov 1906-1900) and his
imvolvemsent im the liberal movement and the movement for
“dsmotiki” (the spoken lampuage of modern grecks as
opposed 10 the parist lan of the educsted elite and the
conservatives) were the isfluential fsctors in bis aritic
pemsonality. Conscsounly moving between Wagmerism, the
1%k cemtary Rusaian School and greck folklose, he attaimed,
cspecially in his orchestral scones, a stybe of his own. Large
podyphonie stnsctures. rich orchestrations, an overwhelming
sense of dramatic impact and mebodic pathos, a kil 10
cxpand fodkscng meses into chromatic seruchanes ase soe of
his characterntics. He wrole more than 200 works including 5
operas and 3 symphonics

Symphony Me.l, “Of the Good and Simple People™.( also
rendered; “of the good and inmocent folk™) was writlen
between- 1925 and 1931, It was performed only once in
Athems in 1932, Both the performance snd the public
regeption must have been poor. 11 was considered too
difficubl and o0 modern al the time. I received it second
performance only 54 years lster, on the b of mbsr
1986, in the Athers Festival, by the same artisis that have
produced the presemt recordimg. Kalomsrs had stamied
rewritling the fird movemenl jusd before his deaib. The 42
papes be keft behind, alomg with the svaslabls peevious
soodes, were lakes into comaderation, by conductor Fidetrs,
m prepassng the presemt performance

The fir movement written im 58 and in the expanded somata
borm, i rich in mebodic and rythenical ideas. The first musical
theme is presented at the beginning of the work by the
enghish born. From thes basic idea spring most themoes in this
symphony . (The wnity of musical themes is a characiesssiig of
Kalomiss in general). The rythen of 5% changes oftem from
31 1o 2-% A climax is reached in the Coda, re Kalominms
uscs &l the samo timo rythes like 48 snd S8, badcd on the
common demominator. The sooond movement “ldyll sax
Chamgs™ - Moderatio ma non iroppo lesio, uses the chosr
wilksout words. It is written e the form A-B-A_ I starts and
cnds i & dreamy planniimo but goes through & passape of
[rest temson in it middle section. In the thind movement
“AR the fireplace” (ahio remdered "Mear the heanih™) ik
MeEio-sprano sngs the greek iraslaton of & french poem
by Jean Richepin. The ofginal french and ithe greek
tramilslenf ddc wridlon in @ very sirong peasand dadect and
this movement more ikan any ofther shows the infleence of
greck folk song. O Vavam i sitting o her freplace
spinning her wheel. “The four that will take all of us away,
I'll'h-l-lrv?PﬂW alike™ come 1o take her. She asks permission o
vz her weaving and gives them moncy 1o have a few
drinks ai ihe laverns, They come back drank. They hammer
and nail the collin but forget to pat old Vavam shde and she
- Giod bless ber! - comtenues 1o spin and weave away, at her
fireplace. The foank movement, =Om ihe mountain®, begans
with a farcefull allegro bui ends with & fancral song: “Cry for
me. Oh cry my eyes...”. Iis full tithe is “Take me up to the
ey Laans. bocause e plasn will kill mse.” This ttle reminds
one of Yaneakis, the hero of Kalomiris second opera,
“Moiber's Ring™. It is possible that Kalosnirs ks wasiten the
funcral finale under the flucnce of the death of his own
som, also called Yamnaks, thai took pluce, under irngs:
conditions, a shori time before be began to write this
symphony .

Fodlireing the death of bis son, Kalomiris moved sway rom
cembral Athees, snto what was ihen an nolated bius near
the sca, Al this hoase be had & servant and a gardencr. To
thow two “good and simplc people” he devolcd this
symphony. Fmnally in the i pages of the soore Kakomiris
has copied cemain verscs from “The Twelve Lays of ihe
Giipsy™ by Kouti Palamas. |m that pas of his pocm Palamas
lamemis ibe lost ghory and power of Kosstastinople and

Byzantiuen, By 1925 Kakomiris' dream of seeimg his own birih
Mace, Smymma and of course Konstantinoplo, liberated from
ke Tuarks, bus withored away. This is probably ane mene
wlea bebind his second symphosy,

Conductor Byren Fidetzls works today o the Cireck National
Opera, The Ovchestra of Greek Radio & Television and the
Allsens State Ovchestra, Born in Salonica, where be started
his meusicsl education at the Siste Cosservaloire, he com-
pleted it im Vienna, in 1977, whero be studied the cello under
Ol and Navara and conducting under Swarcwsky, Suitner
snd Caridin. He has received the Motscnigos prize of the
Athers Academy and has also been honoured by the
Nateonal Bank d'rf'rrunr. and ik Salomica [mtermational Fair
for his anistic schacvement. He has appeared in all (he major
smeck festivaks, has conducted every greck orchestra and has
ofien boon invited abroad, He has played a beading role in
the recosding of greck music and has produced more than 10
fecioch including Kalomens' 1st Symphony, the opera “Rea™
by Ssmaras, \be Cantata “Kassaedra®™ by Siulianos and
various works by Skalkotss, Varvoglis, Petridis, Evangela-
s, Komslaminids cic.

Markeln Hatriame was Born in Athers in 1960, She Began
her siadics, ot the age of 13, a5 3 ip shadent, st the
Mational Conservatowe, in Athens, under Gogo Geoegilo-
poulou. She graduated a8 the sge of 19, In 1981 Tito Gobbi
offesed her 5 gramt 1o study in Flarence and subsequesily
toske et under his darect personal supenvruon at Asalo in the
Veneto, In 1983 she won ibe Casdilf Singer of the World
Award and since then has started her carreer in Greeee and
sbroad, She has abready sppearcd twice in the Athens
Festival, the second time with the Bulgarisn RTV Orchestra
& annEIh!Bﬂlmu-MMRmdrIul Kabomiris*
2ol Symphony. Her tremendous success, with the public and
the critics, lesd 10 the presest recording
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