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NICOLADS CHALIKIOPOULOS MANTZARDS

wiolaos Chalikiopoules Mantzaros,

the founder of the Eptanissa Conservatory, was born on Odclober 8

1795 m Corfu, where he died on March 31, 1872
He was the descendant of one of the oldest ansiocratic
families of Corfia and from the first years of his life found himself in the
emvironment that would encourage him to pursue his talent. His musical
vinuosity 'was manifested early in life. He learned 1o play the violin and the
piano under Jer. and 5i. Poyayos and theory under Stefano Morretti. He
contireed his studies in Corfu with Barbatti, a well known ltalian teacher,
who taught him harmony, counterpoint and orchestration,

In 1826 he wemt o ltaly and enrclled a1 the Conservatory of M

where he practised under the great tutor off his time, MNicola Zinga
weacher also 10 Mercantante and Bellini. Zingarelli saw in the
Mantzaros the real follower of the classic tradition, a person devoted to the

| provotypes and dogmas of the Classical School: as a result, in 1835, when
| Mamtzaros had concluded his studies and was back in Corfu, Zingarelli

| wrode to suggest that be succoed him in his
| T oupxpdmua Movoucic Anpariou «Nicdhaog Maviiapogs | Mercantante and other colleagues of Manizaros, were at the zenith of ther
| carecr. Later he was offered the post of Director at the Milan Conservatory.
| Both of these invitations, as well as all distinctions that ltaly offered him,

as the Director of the

Maples Conservatory. At that time in Itady, ind, Dhonizenti, Bellind,

were sacrifioed because of his pupils at Corfu. And he remained there and

| taught for 42 years until his death.

He served as the permancnt director of the Corfu P'hulharm-.m.u Socety

| from fts imception in 1840 and taught harmony, counterpodm and

eachestration withoul charging, even financially helping the poorer of his
students, A piciad of Eptanissian composers sprang from his School, most of
whom received misch acclaim in Europe and later brought 1o Groeee the
musical tradation of the West, Thus, justifiably, has Manizares become
known as the founder of nec-hellenic music in Greece.

His work, strictly scadembc in style, was definitely influenced by the
Italzan music of his time. In addition 10 a composition of harmony,

| counterpoint and orchestration, his musical works inchode 12 Fugues for
«piano - whach for a long tume were played by the pupils of the Maples

| Conservalory, ds cariss - 4 symphoncs-overiunes, | Greek COnhodox

| Liturgy, 2 Catholic Liturgees, 1 Cantata, Jeremah’s Lamentatsons, David's

Psalms, works for pano, marches, hymns and many songs for one or two
voices or choir, using the verse of Greek and foresgn poets. His greatest
work, however, wai “Ode to Liberty™ This poemn by Dionyisios Solomoes,
with whom he enjoyved a cose and endunng frendshap, imspired him =0
composed the mussc for it in three different versions. The first version of
the work, which is composed of 24 parts, was made in 1828 for a four-vosce
choir, with the accompaniment of the pmane. The first 24 meters of this
composition, exclusing tie brief overture, constituie the Greek Mational
Anthem, The second cofiposition, which & comsidered superior o the firs,
was finished in |84 and was dedicated to King Otto. In 1861, Mantzarcs
wrode the music to certain paris only for the third time.

KOSTAS SAMOILIS

m
he “MNicolaos Mantzaros™ Chamber Music Group
was founded in 1979, Since that time it has exhibited
A very paositive presence in musical events
within Groece, as a result of the hard and snintermupred work of all s

members. It has taken pan in concerts and festivals in many <ities in Greece,

as well a8 on lelevision programs.

The members of the Group are all well-known musscsans whao, after
sucoeisfil stuxdees 1n Athens and abroad, woday are leading members of
the Athens State Orchestra, the orchestra of the Nationsl Lyric Theastre
and the Fadio & Television (EFT) Symiphony Onchestra.

Eptanssian music owes #s redecovery 1o the “Nicolaos Mantzaros™
Chamber Music Group, as most of the Group’s members originate from
Corfu and they have been instrumental in the collecting and presenting
of kst compositions of Eptanissian composers. This record is an example
of their effort and comprees four of the 20 recently discovered symphomics
written for piano by Niolaos Mantmros, These have pever been played
before and they have motw been orchestrated by the Group's bassconist,
Kostas Samaoilis, (o be performed by the "Nicolaos Manizaros™ Chamber
Music Grouap

In addition 1o the sbove, the Group has a large repertodre of classical
picces, as well a5 of Greek music writien especially for their performance.
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