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CANTO I  (Edited - May, 1974)

How long
Will God

Be blind

To cried

Of my soul
And mind?...

No more - no more tears ar fears, my lovel
No more - no more trembling mountain storms
No more - no more torrent of alamms
Sweeping glaciers to the sea - no more,

No more, my love!

The song - the song I sing is freedom's cry
The song - the song melds water, fire and sky
The song - the song I sing is you and I
Raining petals hot as tears - my song,

Your song, my love!

We died - in flight from guns and rum

We died - defending langugge, land and home
We died - for heroes slain and still to come
No more we die, not you nor I - no more,

My song, my love.

I hear - I hear within the silent

I hear - I hear in forests black anﬂ Fan
I hear - echoes from the canyon wa

I e Il et ncte
of joy, my love!
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Our gods - of fire, stone and rain
Our gods - wounded birds in silent pain

Our gods - rise from death to break the chain
0f reservations which shall not contain

Our song, our love...

No more - no more darkness of the day, my love
No more - no more to cringe and sob in pain
No more - no more graveyards in the rain

The raven soars, we live again - my song,
Your song, my love

The song - the song I sing is freedom's cry
The song - the song melds water, fire and sky
The song - the song I sing is you and I
Raining petals hot as tears - my song,

Your song, my love.
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CGANTO IT

+o Winter rain

Grey sad are the hills
4nd cold remorse the wind
Winter rain

Firesides....

len are playing cards tonight
Steaming clothes perfume the house
Human scent of labor, agony and hope
A1l shall live by wages here -

No love of soil possessed

Linked by wire and asphalt
And a restless sorrow
For the fate of Mother Granite

Is pierced by phallic steel
The fruit of her entrails
Spilled on waiting barges,
Tractors, trains,

Belts and chains.

And cold remorse the wind
Winter rain

You democratsl
0il monarchs, wsu-dnsaed looters

Vemdmwatmlm Thymes
0f wiat is backard in owr times
-+« lon are playing cards tonight






‘the
£ the continent - the world,
Gondemed ard blassed to wark

Of Henhattan, Texas and Toronto
onmissioning through phi ple trusts
Thesis on human liberation;
Urging governments to plead
The cause of

A thousand times older

Than your own -

Destined now to a final knell

or

And the sharp steel blades of hell

«o Winter rein

Grey sad are the hills
And cold remorse the wind
Winter rain

Of the colonized












Through six hundred
"Ov-rnwnhixu two miles

miles of darkness

and snow and rain and fores

C iiith the tirottle to the floor

€ Hoar that diesel engine rear!
24s I come through storms and hail
7 One hend on the steering wheel

A Tie gther on the door.

Dreans of mdness for companions
o r i e

Trade my health for spsed and cax-go

A
Got to move it through the land...

With the throttle to the floor
Hear that diesel engine roar!

As I come through storms and hail
One hand on the steering wheel
The other on the door...

Itve had slides and I've had jack-imives,
I've seen drivers mumb with fear -

For I'm driven as I'm driving

Keeping mmm schedules in the clear...

liith the throttle to the floor
Hear that diesel engine roar!

s I come through stoms and hail
One hand on the Steering wheel
The other on the door...

Yet I dream of stars and stillness

to silence at the dawn

2 breath which has no oil - \6
Run through meadows in the sun
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> EERE

do

For like mining, trucks are killing
Roads of danger do I drive,
Lost my wife, my home, my children -
Someday it will take my life

Like the wind end storms, I'm homeless

Thunder in the snowy night
Moving food and sml amd oil
One 2 million mile

Vast the mountains, steep the highway -
aming

Speeding, stranded - all alone...

Feeding cities with my engine,
Racing weather and the sun -
Superman of black macadam,

Place of birth and name uniknown...

With the throttle to the floor

ough
One hand on the steering wheel
The other on the door...

Once I came with horse and wagon
Six miles up and two miles down

meil, flour and iren
To sore muddy mining town

Now my nerves fulfill the business
0f employers I'll not know

Inmy rig there's mighty pover
Keeps me thinking as I go -

With the throttle to the floor
Hear that diesel engine roer!

As I come through storms and hail
One hand on the steering wheel
The other on the door...
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CANTO IV

But still hendy with the brandy
01d Snake-Tooth Joel

We hit her hard and by eighteen ninety-one

We had a shaft paid sixty dollars to the ton -
Ye in the shaft, and Joo in the sluice
Panning ad spitting his chew tobacey juice.

Woolly as a goat
An' moving pretty slov

But still tendy with the brendy
01d Snake-Tooth Joe}

End of the month, on & Saturday night

It's Sallgy in the alley, an' maybe see a fight -
She calls him old buck, zn' m a young cayuse

Ye an' my buddy, with his chew tobaccy juice.

Woolly as a goat

An! moving pretty slow

But still tendy with the brandy
01d Snake-Tooth Jos!

She £ills us with likker as she's dore before

An' vhen our money's gone, she shows us the door
Saying "goodbye, old buck - farewell, young cayuse,
Come back when you've money, an' tired of the sluicel"

Woolly as a goat

An' moving pretty slow

But s5t111 hendy with the brandy
014 Snake-Tooth Joe!
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CANTO IV

74 Twes in the year of eighteen eighty-five o

e were breaking stone just to stay alive =

" iMe on the jack, an' old Joe in the sluice

. Panning an' spitting his chew tobaccy juice.
T Th 2 Woolly as a goat t £
An' moving pretty slow Lomtensont
ut still handy with the brandy e
S eion Old Snake-Tooth Joel .
«Lw - (g
Ve nit ner hard and by eighteen ninety-one
ruWe had a shaft paid sixty dollars to the ton -
in the shaft, and Joe in the sluice
Panning md spitting his chew tobaccy juice.

Woolly as a goat

An' moving pretty slow

2 But still hendy with the brandy
4@ [3& 01d Snake-Tooth Joe!

P veed e End of the month, on a Seturdsy night
Litean & um t's Selley in the alley, an' maybe see a fight -
 cal

1 hin old buck, an' m 2 young cayuse
! Iy tuddy, with his chew tobacey Juice.

Toolly as a goat

An' moving pretty slow

But still handy with the brandy
01d Snake-Tooth Joe!

(She £111s us 1 th likker as she's dome before

.+ An' vhen our money's gone, she shows us the door

Saying "goodbye, old buck - farewell, young ca;
Cone back when you've monsy, ant Hred of the sluidel”

Woolly as a goat

An' moving pretty slow

But 5ti11 handy with the brendy
014 Snake-Tooth Joe!
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An offer comes along an' we sell our clains
Pack up an' leave with six hundred to our names

I hit the poker table, an' Joe hits the booze

In two weeks we've nothin' tut our pants and shoes.

Woolly as a goat

An' moving pretty slow

But still handy with the brandy
81d Snake-Tooth Joel

So it's back to the hills, lookin' fnrlllln.,
Ahqnfmm, an' a men of sixt;

Nothing in vm.--mmm“, lut.lhymf.hn go
Lookin' for the golden hills Eldorado.

Soon Joe will die, an' I'1l be all alone

With a ten-pound hammer breakin' up stone -

Same years I'1l win, others I'1l lose

As I take to spittin' that chew tobaccy juice.
I'11 keep a-rovin', and if you wanna lnov why

I got to keep movin' until the day I die -

I tried to settle down once, tut find I can't win,
Got. to follow the old man with tobaccy on his chin.

Woolly as a goat

01d Snake-Tooth Joe!






To drovn the human cargo
your laws

Be exercised
And the humen trade intercepted

On the cold Pacific...






Discherged in Sen Fremcisco,
Seattle, Vencouver -

the gravel
Of the rail-bed
Our children to become
Green grocers of America
Launderers

Of sweat and sin
Farmers of the river's edge
later carriers of eternity

To the dark, long night
Before the

Of the first freedom
Of the first morning
In the mountains

Of Americe.

Oh, how easy to forget
Lin Chan
Brother to a million men

o ploughed your fidds
Who cooked your meals

Hho washed your clothes
Who stoked your stoves
Who built your roads...






CANTO VI

Rider of the rooftops
Midnight merchant
Selling storm and fire
Of the soul

Architect of meadows
Holy child of forest

Puncturing my skull

Rider of the rooftops
Electrical transmitter
Horsemen of the city
0f tie soul

Demon flash of rivers
Furnaceran on glaciers

Exploding in my skull

Rider of the rooftops
Midnight merchant
Bertering the jewelled sea
In pert or whole -

Singer from the desert
Lonely as the winter

Yo voice denies

The sacred ice

Frozen in your skull

Rider of the rooftops
madman

Trunpeter of freedom
Chemist of voleanoes
The catalyst

0f crimson tears
Inprisoned in our skull






ANTO V.
Sing no sad love songs

As @ bird knows rein in winter
A bearded stranger
Brought, by locomotives
Passing in the night
On the frosty track
Beside the river
She rose from bed and ran to you
On the frozen
Garden ath -
Sing no sad love songs
For my mother...

Sing no sad love songs

For my mother -

She spoke your name

As a skylerk sings of summer

Three children and herself

urning trees

ARd moving boulders

For a garden

Trapping rabbits - cadging credit

At the store

For flour and suger -

014 man
Sing no sad love songs
For my mother...

A#






Sing no sad love songs

For my mother -

Though your tears

Burn as a winter frost

We're older now

And so's the earth;

Goldenrod and thistle

Have overgrown

The ashes of the house..

. Neglected garden..

Three graves 1 dug

Beside the barn -
Sing no sad love
For my mother...

Sing o sad love songs
For my mother -
She never heard them

songs now

In her Spring of flesh and feeling

Three children and herself
Left in silence

To ai

The death of mines

Where fathers labored
Four hundred miles

Sing no sad love
For my mother...

songs now

18
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GANTO VIIL

From Tofino to Cueen Charlottes ,
Fernie, Hope and Fort Saint J

p hach the worker's chﬂ-drn
And they call me Mary-Ann...

"vo Without the work your mommy and

) ) daddy do, there would be no homes to
live in, no clothes to wear, no busses

to ride, no bread and milk to eat and
"

Oh, you fishermen and miners,

| gy transport men
How long your history of struggle
Since this country first began...

".. Over forty years ago, your
grandfathers and grandmothers hed no
work and no wages for food. They
organized

working peo;
in Regina by the police. Mamy people
wero shot down in the Regina Hassacre.."

Oh, how lng the Toads we travellsd,
Vast the fields our people tilled -
Great the power-dams and mmelters,
Shining cities we have built...

- When property takes precedence
over 1ife, the cowrts of law, mdnmt.ea
and police turn imto instruments
such morelity, wherein private w“m
and property become mare important
then humen love, snxiety ar hunger.."

|






in the end govern tho fields, factories,
shipyards, forests and services where
she or he labors. Anything less is a
return to the Stone Ages of the mind
and reason.."

Evening thoughts as soft as Hhispers,
Rivers flowing into nw.

Lowland mist embracing cedars,

Snap of cormorants in flidlt...

“.. This northern earth, water, air
and sky belong equally to each of us.
As patriots we mst protect, understand
and defend this fragile mantel of 1ife
in an endless, death-cold universe.."

mrmwmcbrmua,
Fernie, Hope and Fort Saint John -
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Sympathetic
To all things that live...
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CANTO IX

How mich time has passed

Gty b £

!

Since I last told you M, B Ltttk
That I loved you - Rl o H/ionmia we
Ploughing dai Frainfut la chacue quotidiowns.
45 we do fownap aevo B fais e

The scorched fields ot Lunt 22

0f paradise? A Racadis ?

I 111 tell you now ke durai ¢ *(ﬂ.mi(/;/ s

As we walk a 5

In the grey light
Of early morning

In our garden

Anong hawthorn

And cherry trees

In the morning early..
Our sons asleep

On the cool lawn
Children still

In young mens' bodies
And morning coming
Like a hym in flemes
Over pine peaks

Of the Monashees

+o Our love

Is as earth and water
Sharp and sweet,

As a divers' breath -
Vital as changing seasons.
Sympathetic

To 2ll things that live...

Cruint, g

Nobe ameewn
Esk comave

DigAinete

o Nkaur come &

Aok, fa






Tovi wdes gl Kapls ’

Evd 006 To wd&; N <
d”\' dey Hncfs equcy
wsw)rww‘ Ema Imf 1

roa ;w\ sz !w

Iz m\ La‘m‘)u’«
'HS I:: yrese and  Teal)
And )m‘f néu

ﬁcﬁ.‘ M) Pyars

Tén ad e CUTEDCOVS
et foun® | vodg-n«
I Bev 3 ke

Zo Iu_ tc) oy
Aru'. '\L >\-« l°"

2};;‘ }S vg:v'

-\
5 yellT

t § X m it

‘l‘v\ s.,v_)s'f \(ovﬁzsiivsw

A u\.)\cm ey Eepnn

Erimint,

\WES Gms\llbstions with worker friends, ¥

a3

i
We touch and caress Nowy e,

And move towards the house ¢
For the day begins again [ow- qe Lt [¢

carce,

g it 2

Women and the students Lmmos o4

Much discussions i bros P
On art and soclalisn w, 0 ant, oF B Sociale
The agonie s M WO
of Watergate and Chile 5 kAl ot
4nd locel plans s

For a peoples!' theatre
Pain, joy and expectations
Braced with msic
And with coffee ¢

So I tell you
Thet I love you

As we walk

In ouwr garden

Among hawthorn

And cherry trees

In the first grey light
Of a June-hot

Desert day

In silent conversation
Our children still asleep
And morning coming

Like a hym in flames
Over purple mountains g
To the east.... S







19.

Grey-haired lady
Selling plastic flavers
And porcelain madomnas

e
Cames knocking at my door.

Sumer rain tine
On my city

Of long winters
And short history

Grey-haired lady
Selling plastic flavers
Am porcelain madonnas
To the poor -
Crey-haired lady

On a Sunday marning
Comes lknocking at my door..
time

In the city -

Of early morning

Stock trades

And parliament

or
_ In the city...

24
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CANTO X

Clek Lo im«TuL {l@m

Periwinkle time
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K In the parking lot... 8 patking

Grey-isired lady  Dawet aux chor
Selling plastic flafers g vind
And porcelain madonnas e

W vl e
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Grey-haired lady
Selling plastic flarers )
And porcelain madommas |
To the poor -

Grey-haired lady \
On a Sunday morning

Comes knocking at my door..

& vrm m«r
Iv

A

Sumer pain time Ta;ﬁ; ,L»GMW Ak
In the city - A,«

0f carly mornin b e
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lhere a century ago
He led the people
In the streets

And perlianent

To independence
Sumer pain time
The fim voices

o i e

mvt{M it L Tu-P&—

dave Lo Wty
o ams Taxlemant

pous R s dape domic

Toupe douloutese i L'€R
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Qusion, painonant

Of our reasoned men meg
Speak of mergers now mu JWCM Ae
Rather than que

of freedom uu,u

In the city... Aanie la anlh
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'Q Sing for me R S A
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To the poor - IM
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%..:f emu ; o Ah\; The song of seas ln u;mw dea rers
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Grey-haired lady 9
Selling plastic flavers
And porcelain madonnas &
To the poor -
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On 2 Sunday morning )
Cones knocking at my door... /






Hey, ywyrhof?ﬂmahxptrt
You girls of the town

Say to me
You girls of the town...
1111 be up before

Say to me
You girls of the town...

For I'm off where the codfish
Are churning the waves

Of the hﬂw‘bhekm,

The cold stormy sea
mn@nxl’rmmp-rt
Are fading for me

For awhile I'm gone

Say goodbye to me
You girls of the tom...

Say to e
You girls of the tom...

aF
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iax, 7o eixle of Prince Rupert, Eh! veuo th de ?L

You girls of the t

I'n away for the g

Hey - away for the sea!
This cold foggy towm
Sees the last sight of me
For awnile I'm gone

Say goodbye to me

Tou girls of the town...

I'11 be up before morning

An! by daylight I'm gone
Out to sea before dawn

- auay for the seal

Yau warn-blooded ladies
Keep a lookout for me
For ewhile I'm gone
Say goodbye to me
You girls of the tom...

For I'm off vhere the codfish S¢ri (o la rw
s glane

Are churning the waves
e
The cold stormy s

The 1igits of Frines Rupert

Are fading for me
For awhile I'm gone

Say goodbye to me

You girls of the town...

ihen the season is over
I'11 have money =
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To more blood s'psttered ship Plus d @a*HM~M de fong

Or salt on my 1i)

Once more you' 11 be seeing

A whole lot of me -

You girls of the towmn...
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So clean up the cennery
And the cold storage room
There!11 be work once again

Fron now until June
I'11 see you soon Jessie,

m gone
But keep waiting for me
You girls of the town...

on, you girls of Prince Rupertf\ m.r

You girls of the town -
I'm away for the sea
Hey - away for the seal
The cops and bootleggers
Won't be hearing from me
Tor awnile I'm gone
Say goodbye to me
You girls of the town...
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No more - no more tears or fears, my lovel
No more - no more trembling mountain storns
No mare - no more torrent of alarms
Sweeping glaciers to the sea - no mare,

No more, my lovel

Tre song - the song I sing is freedom's mmm cry -
The song - the song melds water, fire and sky
The song - the song I sing is you and I

petals hot a8 tears - my song,
Your song, my love...

We, the eople, are coming on
Two by two and five by five -
n by a thousand
& million strong
the streots and the nountain meadows
is the time to come alivel
thousand
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u,. We, the people, ask for an end to foreim
of our and "

Ve, the people, are caming on
Two by two, and five by five -
by a thousand

g

And a million strong
Wake up the streets and the mountain meadows
‘or now is the time to come alivel
Ten by = thousand
And 2 million strong
The song I sing
freedon's song -
we sing
freedam's SONg.es
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The song - the song I sing is you and T
petals hot as tears - my song,
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Weke up the streets and the mountain meadows
Saie

+r For now is the time to come alivelt-zruiw-;“rdrm;

Ten by a_thousand
And 2 million strong
The song I sing

Is freedom's song -
The song we sing

Is freedon's song...

Ve, the  people, ero oaing on
Two by two, and five by five -
Ten by a_thousand

And 2 million strong

Hake up the streets and the mountain meadows
For now is tie tine to com alivel
Ten by a thousand

And 2 million strong

The song I sing

Is freedon's song -

The song we sing

Is treedan's song...
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