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INTRODUCTION

PORGY and BESS by George Gershwin and DuBose Heyward, is a
story of life and love among the hard-working, deeply religious, and yet
carefree Negroes in Catfish Row, a section of Charleston, South Carolina,
about fifty years ago. The basic elements of the story, however, are universal.
The joys and sorrows, hopes and fears of the people of Catfish Row, the love
story of Porgy and his woman, Bess, could, and probably do, take place in

any community in the world where money is scarce and life is hard.
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ACT ONE

11 i summer evening ond Iing is ecsy, as Clara,
a nsv-ermms wife sings a lullby fo her baby. Soon it

gamblers in spite of fhe profests of his wife,
a crap shoolers begin o roll fhe bones’ Porgy,
T ippled Teg9ge, who: Makes i rouncs g

i
a stevedore with a gladiator's body, @
e e
Who Is didaned by Ihe
Catfish Row: Anoiher player s Sportin Life,
pediar from New York's Harlem wno has_come
0 Famrd. et knowr 4 himielt vo el oppy cuil
(cocaine) along the waterfront. s a lustful eye
for Bess, Porgy worships. her foo, from- his knees. 145
i Suisemeiot e pajce: o Dl i the v
bration of unrealized, but terrific 5
it e contentrching Inlrsily o1 &

s
rown is drunk and roisterous and a sniff of Spor-
drives him amuck. He quarrels

of the dice and kills him

ith Robbins _over a 1
ith a stevedore’s cofion hook. The game breaks up
riedy ond the fenanis of the Row acler |

as @ police whistle biows.Bess soy

o Jungies of Kiiwah lsiand
ros e by 16w i 1he hoe-and-<ry has ied
away. She sesks shelier, but the neighbours siam fherr
doors in her tace. Sportin’ Life begs her o come with
i 1o e York: ELA dhs ‘apurns i 1o, ind refuge
within crippled Porgy’s poor hovel.

s night. Robbins’ corpse lies shrouded and the

her voice in a dirge and the ofhers join her lamen-
fation. “A white man enters, the _protective curtain of

silence which the negro draws aboul his | n the.
Caucasian inirudes hung almost fangibly in  the air”
He is a defective, who warns Serena fhat unless her
husband is buried next oy his body will be fured

ioneyman, os G mate-

terlal witness and fokes him off 1o jail. The undertaker

tells Serena that the collection reaches only eighteen

dollars, but he agrees to bury Robbins aithough he will
Ppocket.

It is morning some weeks later. The chimes of St

Michael’s sound nine o'clock, and the fishermen make
iheie pefs ready for h v, now sel-
jown comfortably wilh Bess as his _housekeeper,

expiaios his palckcehy of e ko M. pelohbaurs. s
has “plenty of nothin’, but nothin's plenty for him” as

s for only a single dollar,

if there are no complications. There are complications,
however, for Bess was never married 1o Crown, but
the lawyer promises 1o change Bess from ‘woman fo

fady’ for only iy cenis exira, Spori’ Life temlsbess
with Gust’, and Porgy warns him fo keep away.
Bess is reluctant fo join the annue\ pwcm: Cof the Re:

pent Ye ord” lodge, fear
o 60 wilh Heriasas hor ascon. i rovpy broces
o ot v e 1= s ot 1o Bhioah 15

Tond leaving Porgy Gione.
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ACT TWO

Sporfin’ Life fries hard fo fum the innocent picnic
on Kiftiwch Isiand info an o ically reviews

lond. Bess s ot 1o, dave. Grown springs out of  Thick-

it r. She fells him that she now bel
e roars with laughter and  carries her,
Velding, m!u Ihe Jugle,

I is @ week later. The fishermen led by Clorass
husband, Joke, depart for fhe Blackfish Bank,
deliricus and Forgy. s disiraugh by fear for e

s for her, tells Porgy that Doctor Je-

sus has agreed o fak A soonbe
il G, The doyline life of Ca"lsh Row qoes

renely by. The Strawberry W Y vaition-

R e b e o, s Theyfoures.

emerges from her fe-

in,
s Io profect her. Suddenly
cken by ihe sharp
of the hurricane _bell, the
ey round ot Row rome one b n the G
g storm.
he neighbors fwddle togelher for shelter In Sere-

from Kittiwah througl cane
Bess refurn fo him. He mocks the frightened neighbors,
defies the thunder and  lightning, and  blasphemously

nd sing hymns and spirituals for solace info -

cloims God as his riend. I a sudden Jul n the slorm,
Clara looks out of her

e bciib s eetiad it P e
her baby fo Bess and rus

steciihly srjer, cresps overto Porgy's
pled beggar springs out of
e
exallontly, Bess has her man,
bors busily remove the

Next morning the neigh
traces of last mghls siruggle. A group of whne men
en'er !he detecfive, the coroner, a policeman
shutters are cle on them. The de!e(llve
mlevregules the neighbors, bul they say they know
it has happened. The Coroner explains
|hm he vs ngys friend and his room is pointed oul.
rgy admits that he knew himand is taken away
witness to. >denl|ly lhe bodv Sportin’ Life tells Bess Ihuv
her man has gone good. Now is the time for her
1o come to New York ﬂnd enjoy life with him, He
forces @ dose of *happy dust’ info her hand and she
succumbs.
A week goes by and Catfish Row slumbers in the
uﬂemom surn Porgy returns home to everyone's de-
He brings presems for the women and
(midven and a bright red gown for Bess. As he
about fo enter his room sees a buzzard, blrd
and drives it

Bod. Now he cries

of ill omen, hover above his wind

1 and leaves on the long journey  north

r his goatcarl
e

CLRTAIN
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT THIS COMPANY

When the Blevins Davis - Robert Breen Production of <Porgy and
Bess» completes its Athens engagement, the group will have presented
1079 performances during its tours of eleven countries.

This production first opened in Dallas, Texas, on June 9, 1952
A three months tour of the United States
tour of Vienna, Berlin, Paris and London (where it played four months). Back
in the United States in March, 1953,, the production opened at the Zieg
feld Theater in New York where it enjoyed a year's run on Broadway.
nited States and Canada

was followed by a triumphant

After this it toured seventeen cities in the

during the Spring and Summer of 1954.

The company then crossed the Atlantic for a second time, arriving
in Venice on September 22, 1954, where it played as part of the Biennale
Festival, then returning to Paris for a second run, this time for ten
weeks. In December, the troupe played for a week in Zagreb and Bel-
grade and then travelled to Egypt for performances in Alexandria and
Cairo before opening in Athens. Next month will see the troupe in the
famous La Scala, Milan. This is the first time such a work has been accepted
in the famous opera house. And this is the first time that any production
has played there for a whole week straight.

Never before in the history of the theater has such a group travelled
50 far in such a short time. Members of the company were selected after
exhaustive auditions in New York and throughout the United States of
over 1500 actors and actresses. Everyone of the artists has attended a
college, university or conservatory of music, and in most cases all three.
Everyone has already made his mark in some phase of the entertain-
ment world, stage, concert, radio, television, films, night-clubs, record-
ings, and so on. Many members of the company have won awards for
outstanding accomplishments in the field of music or drama.
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AITA AOTIA TIA TON ©IAZO

“Orav © "Apcqixavind Deatoud ovyxgérnua tdv Mrhépive
Neéifis xal Péuneqr Mroiy, mot 4 pag ragovardan v TOPTKY
KA1 MIIES, ovurhniodon wig magaovdoeis tou ot Buoihud Ofa-
00 "ABnvadv, 04 & otd évegyneixé tou ovvoho 1079 zagaord-
v ot puk mgmbuu Eviexa gooav.

H 2 maodavaon w00 foyoy B6brea. v Neihdag w08
Totas, atis D Towioy 1053, ~Ya oo a Sextvnoe yuik
ik voipnvn Dearoueiy weguodela oris ‘Hvapéves Mokirele. *Axo-
Rodmaay SoupPevicds maguordoeis ovh Buévwn, 1 Begokivo,
 Magior xal t Aovdivo, Smov & Biacos duewve véaoeoes Gh0-
whngovs wives. TugiSoveas ik oviyv *Asoud) 1 Mdgrio w00
1938, b ovyreérmua Ewoe raguardosis otb déuteo Zivprive
wiis Néag “Yoouni xal Euewve i Eva 706v0 otd Mrgbveyousd.

Tiv dvoidn xai v xakoxalot 100 1954, & diacos wequbdeva
xal mdki vig ‘Hvopéves Tlohwreles xal tov Kavadd xal E8woe
raguordoes ot 17 wbhess.

To Senvéufoio 70D 1954, tb ouyxobeua meovder yid Bebre-
@1 gogd wbv *Avhaveusd xal ovis 22 700 [8iov wnwbs dupaviGerar
avi) Mmievdde i Beverlas. ‘Ax’ dxel otd Taglor yut maguord-
o8 10 éBBoudbov. To Aexéuowo 00 1954 b TIOPTKY a1
MIIES xdves vitv éupdvior tov otb Zdyxgeun xal v Beheyoddu.
*A’ v Twovyxoohava 6 Hagos wnyaiver owitv Alyumeo, drou
Bives magaotdoris nrﬁv *AdeBdvdoeia xal w Kdigo, xai téhog
forerar atv|v *Abva.

Tov éxdpevo wiiva, v TIOPTKY KA MOES 84 dugaviot
oty negignun Sxdka 109 Midvov. Elva: ) medm goed owiv
Tovopla vo dedrgov mob Eva Lévo Deavoued ovynbrnua Ba dbon
naguovdoeis ov) Twdha yid puk Shoxknon éBSopdda. Kaviva
ko Guysebmua By Takideye s hoa téao wokb péan ot 60
Aiyo ygovind BudoTnpa.

‘H éndoyi) 1@V pehdy 100 udooy Eywve pevaki 1500 xaddi
Tervy wal Exeira dmd Haveknrods Boxpds, nob slyay axomd vi
ouyrevidoouy T xahirega Takévea mob Grfioray oviy *ApeQu,

Aby rdgyer fomotds axh Biaco mob vk wiy En Gorvioes
ot %oMéyio, mavemwovipio f| Gdelo. ToMhol pdkira dmd tois
nahhuréyves Brow gorioes xal otd tola. Extds dad v Dewon-
Tuxi) w6QpwoT, %dBe wéhog Tob udcoy Fyer xal moaxruch meTou
xal émicvgfi oradiodoula dab wolv 0w Béaveo, T povaui,
T avnuatoyedgo, 1 eudibgovo i Ty kedoaon. oMol fo-
ot0l 700 Budaov Exovy Ty ke PoaPela yid iaigerurdg ia
ugies Tove ot Buigoges xahhuzeqvinds ExdmAGaEIG.




MIA AMEPIKANIKH AAIKH OTEPA

O elye mOAD edalo®nm &vring TouTod, abTég 8 YI6G WES &p-
XOVTiKAG YEWEG T00 NOTOU, Yid vér oTadf] Thved &Td KEBE KOWGVIKS EuTid-
Blo Tod dpBbvovtay dvépeoa ot Aeukods Kal pabpous EKeTvov T8V Kaipt.
Mehéinoe, Aoméy, ué E&otepo PAéupa Kal Yuxi) yeudm Tpugeph Tepiép-
yeia, T8V &yveoto (g TéTe Yuxikd Kéouo @V Néypwv.

‘O Nroupmoot XéUyovapvt, ylatl adtd elvat 16 Bvoud Tou, yewii-
6nxe otd Toépheotov g Notiov Kapohivag. Mid méAt mod i) oToAiZet 1
TaM@OGVY, K&TL TOAD OTévio yi& ik 600 véa fimeipo. Adth 1 mohwrela,
1) Bpeypévn &1 ToV dKeavs ToD T& VEp& Tou Evévouy Kal XwplZouv ouv-
Gua TéV TaAnd &Td ToV véo K6OWO, OT&BNKE T &gopu ik v& Bpfi 6 Bn-
HovpydS T00 amuEpvoD Epyou Ti) Paouk Tou 1aéa. Ol véypixol oxorol, Ta
Spirituals, k&vouy THY kapbL& To0 &kpoam) T&VTa Vi OLyoTpéun OT" &Kov-
oué Toug KU’ 8ot &xoboouy THY Smtepa «Mépyku Kal Mnegs 8& Bpody el-
xoha T ExvépLa od &KOAOUBNOE 1) EuTtveuols TO0 TotTod Kal T OKEgL
o0 TY GBfiynoe. ‘O Xévyouapyt, TapaKoAouUBBVTQS, Exel ot yevéteipk
Tov, T oTepnuévn &mo GAKEG ETOAXGOELS LW TGV VEYPWY TG PTGXUKAS
ouvotkiag, Exave pud peyéhn dvakérugt. Elde tiy myaia tpotéyovn xa-
p& od oTBILE 0T Koupaouéva pémia Toug. Kat mov elye Eexaodh yix
Tévia &S T BikY ToL T QUA, Blwyuévo T ToV &VEAENTO OKETTIKLOWS
ng. Mé 1oV kaipd, ) Tepiépyeld Tou Eyive BaUPGOUAG K ) ouPTSVLA Tou
ZAkews, & Todg &vBpbioug Tod Kp&Toav okAGBa GAGBIKLG Toug T pa-
yela 100 puBRoD.

“Oha adté & 600 &vilBeta ouvaloBfjuata Loy T AbTpwot
oug oty Brutovpyla. Téte frav mod yevviiBnke, ot 1925, 16 Tp&TO ToU
Epyo ut 1oV tltho «[Tépyku» oL Tlow Tou KpuBGTaVE 1 EANBLYY o Evdy
&v&mnpou ZNTiévou, 100 Z&poveh Zudhc. ‘O gTaxds BéAeve TV Gvnuto-
pL& Tov yUplZovTag TaVTa MV O° Eva KapoTOdKL Leuévo O pid Katol-
xa. Méoa &md 6 oxito0 100 SudAc, 6 GUYYPaPeDs BEAoE V& Bhon THY
KotakaBiopévy Tiikpa: oD KPOPEL TO VTOXPEWTIKG XaU6YERD T0D LNTiévou.
A0S T Kp&ua TAG KOUIKAG Tpaywémrag elvat mhvia i Béot tfig Lwfic
v Néypov.

K¢ elvat 1600 yeuatog sMBeia adtog & «llopyKu», Mob ofjuepa otd
To&pheotov Blokoha Eexwplfovy Totbg &’ oG Bud ELnoe Kamote Exel.

Kal 10010 ytatl & Xéoyouapvt 82v Kk&ver A8uch obte mA&BEL HpwEG.
‘ATAGG &vTLypéger dvemnpéaoTa T8 oGO0 OAIKO oD TOD TPOTPEPETAL

*And T8 Bnutovpynua adtd To0 Xébyouapvr, Eemidnoe f Atk Sme-
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pa kal 70 Béua KepblZeL &N’ T povow TpoTapOY) &KbY TEPLOOGTEPO
yiotl 16 ovpTAnpdVeL Kol T {@viavedet i ouowd) 00 Iképoouty, mod
SaveloBxe kal xprowonolnoe ué paeotpla tlg véypikes peAwdles, néa-
eboVT&G TG 0TS BaLU6VLO TAC HOVOIKfG ToU EUTIVEGOEGS.

«And T Tpd oty - ele Kérote & TBLog - fiouy Evavelov The

g pyaotc veypng Aatkfig wovot-
xfig yatl fifeha 1) povowd pov v& elvau éviade. “Eypaya, Aowméy, Buké
uov véypixa Spirituals kal Tpayoubia. Aty Tatouy Bueg, vé elvat yviolx
Accii) povotKip.

Tpaypatixé, 16 1934, 8 Mképoouty ué Tov Xtbyoudpvt mlyav otd
6N "AThavT, KoVTa OF ik Tp@TéyoVn GUAY Néypav, Tods IkosAAa.
*Exel & ouvBétng Eypaye T &Anwd Spirituals TGV véypwv Tod xpnolueu-
oav oty "Omepa 0&v kdpLo BEotyo Thg LOVOIKTG TOL oD TEAELWOE Ok Bud
xpéviae. Téte &pxioe f Bookohn Boukerd, vik Ppedfi & xaréNAnhog Blaooc.
Ebrux@, elxe &pxloel pié &vOnot otd véypika Béuata 00 BpapaTikod
peneptoplov &md maknérepa, “Etot, OTfipxe TAOUOLO BAIKO BPOUOTIKGY Vé-
ypixev Takéviay kal (Blaltepa pououk®y Tod elvat Kal i wovow) Khioig
Thic GuAfic. ‘H "Onepa «Mépyxv xal Mrécs Bev elvar Epyo KowWVIKS, A~
A& pi& olpTpaEL T@V Takévioy dvég mouTod X@pig Tlg Tap@RIBES Thg
npoAfipeas Kal Evog abBbpunTou NevopkéZou ouvBém. *H Boukewk T@v Bus
Toug oUTANPGBNKE &Eta &Td TodG PavPoUg 1i80TIoLoVS Kol TpayoUBLOTES,
o0 oMol &T" abtods Exouv Lioer 0Té puows T L@ o Ké&tlg Péou.
I\ adtd Exet Blxio peyého & Bibonuog Néypog wouowkog TZ. Pélapove
TZBvoov mod dmexéheoe tév Mképoouty «'APpady Alvkokv T "Apepi-
Kavikfic VEYPIKNG LOLOIKfG, oD é ik oBEvapH KIVOL 0&pwoE K&Be Tpo-
nyosuevn duguBohia yik Tiv &€la T Aaixfig povoufics.

Sty "Apepi, 81w, & xaipog Tepvéer yphiyope: kel 0td BiéBa tou
&NGZe pdowa Kal Tpdypata. To Kérgic Péou Eepaxpaivat 8ho xal
T MOAd 0T Tapehdby, petatpémovtag TV lotopla To0 «lépyky Kal T
Mneég» 0 Aati) Tap&Boot paxpuviie Emoxfic. ‘O oaxémng Lnuavos Exew
&vopBwBf T yepds oT& TéBLa Tou Kal wovéxa ué pid Tuxala vooTaAyi-
K pamd Tpdg & Tlow, Pabller Bappakéa TPOG T PLTEWS wENROV TIOL
700 &volyer f) xdpa abm Tod Aéyetal "Auepikii,

k
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THE SCENES

ACT ONE

Scene 1 — Catfish Row, a summer evening
Scene 2 —Catfish Row, the following night
Scene 3 — Catfish Row, a month later

ACT TWO

Scene 1 — Kittiwah Island, evening of the same day

Scene 2 — Catfish, before dawn a week later
Scene 3 — Serena’s Room, dawn of the following day
Scene 4 — Catfish Row, the next night

Scene 5 — Catfish Row, the following morning

Scene 6 — Catfish Row, five days later. Afternoon

Place, Charleston, South Carolina

IKHNAI

TIPAZIE TTPQTH

Swnviy 1 — Kdvgig Péov, fva xadoxaiguirino dabyevua
Sunvi 2 — Kdupig Péov, wiy 1 vigza
Swnvi) 8 — Kdvgig Péov, v wiva doyéreca

TPAZIZ AEYTEPH

Sy 1— 3t vioi Kivioua, v 8ehuvd vilg iag fuéoas

v 2 — Kdugut, i Pdopdda deybrega ngovod Enuecdboer
i B — Ztd Sopdrio tiis Sewgrivas, Enunéowpa wis Tiag A

Swnvi) 4 — Kdsgig Péov, wb éxbpevo oddy

iy b — Kéegus Péov, wiv @Ak péga  moot

Sunviy 6 — Kivgig Poov, wévee péges deybreqa w dnbysupc.

Ténog: Todoheato, Néviog Kagohiva  *Emoyfi: To magehddy

u

Time: The Past
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