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""The Repentance of Emperor Theodosius' (390 A.D.)

The massacre of thousands of Thessalonians in the Hippodrome, by order of the Emperor Theodosius,
as punishment for the rebellion against the Gothic guard of the city, is among the most notorious
historical atrocities.

In his effort to neutralize the risk of the Goths, Theodosius he (379 - 395 A.D.), sought to befriend
them and invited many to settle in lands of the Empire. However the local population, did not stop to
hate them, not only because they were foreigners, but also because they continued their raids. This
dissatisfaction was particularly strong in Thessaloniki, where the city garrison consisted of Goths.

In 390 A.D. the Governor of the Gothic guard Vouterichos, arrested and imprisoned for a trivial
reason a very popular charioteer. The chariot races were due in a few days and the Thessalonians
pleaded with Vouterichos to set the charioteer free, so that he could take part, but the Goth
commander refused.

This refusal triggered a violent popular uprising something not unusual in Byzantium. During the riots
almost all the Goths of the garrison, along with a lot of city officials, were killed and many public
buildings were destroyed.

Theodosius was in Mediolanum (modern Milan), when he heard the news. He was enraged and
decided to punish the city severely. The bishop of the city Ambrose, tried to persuade him show
clemency, but without result.

The barbarous Gothic garrison city executed the punishment brutally. The people gathered in the
Hippodrome, supposedly to watch the races. When the unsuspecting crowd got trapped, the soldiers
rushed in and began to slaughter without discrimination. According to some records the victims
totaled 7.000. According to others, 15,000.

After this crime, Theodosius was in Mediolanum during Christmas time and decided to go to church
and take communion. Dressed in his priestly vestments St. Ambrose came to the church door, and did
not allow the Emperor to enter. *Your hands are stained with blood," he said. Theodosius tried to
defend himself and replied: "David has also sinned.” To which Ambrose told replied: "You imitated in
crime, now imitate him in repentance!" Theodosius obeyed, succumbed to the excommunication from
the Church and returning to the palace submitted to the Church penance, from which he emerged after
eight months. He was admitted again at the Christmas celebration after confessing publicly his sin, by
prostrating himself on the ground, begging for forgiveness and repeating King David’s words: «My
soul has become one with the ground, give me life with your word».

The scene of the Emperor’s repentance inspired this piece for mixed choir. The theme is set out
by the voices in succession. Exceptionally and for this reason the Tenors do not have an entrance
of their own and initially double the Basses. Gradually they start to acquire more independence
and musical interest which scales up towards the end with the last announcement of «Eleison».
The rising octave the in the second bar of the theme symbolizes the «Divine Invocation» the soul
of the repentant Emperor.

The piece is dedicated to my spiritual father and dear brother, Priest Christos Dimitropoulos and the
congregation of the Chapel of the Life Giving Source, in the New Philadelphia Park.

23/2/17

Hari Kanakis, Composer - Pianist






«H Metavowa Tov Avtokpdartopa Ocodociov» (390 p.X.)

H ooy Tov 390 p.X. yiiédmv Ococarovikéwv otov Innddpoyto pe datayn tov Avtokpdtopa
®eo0dociov, oG Tip®pia Yo TNV eE€yepomn Tovg evavtiov Tng [othikng ppovpds, £xel pelvel 10Topikn
YL T SKANPOTNTA TN,

YV apocmdfeld Tov va petwacel tov ['othkd kivovvo o Ocoddotog A' (379 - 395 n.X.), emdimée va
OTOKATAGTNOEL PIMKES GYEELG Ladl TOVG, KAADVTOG TOAALOVG amd ALTOOS Vo €YKOTAGTAO00V pLésa
670 Pulavtivo kpdtoc. Oumc o1 VIOmol KATOKOL dEV GTANATNGOV VO, TOVG LIGODV Kot YTl fTav E€vot,
AL kot yroti cuvEa Tig Anotpikég emdpopéc. H dvocapéokeia avtn frav dlaitepa Eviovn ot
®eoocalovikn & attiag g ['otBunc epovpdc.

To 390 p.X. o drokntng ™G Ppovpds Bovtépiyog cuvérafe Kot GUAAKIGE, Yio AT LOVTO AOYO, EVav
oMY dmpo@idn nvioyo. Emeldn| exeiveg Tig pépeg Ba yivovtav ot appatodpopiies, ot @eccarovikeig Tov
Oftnoav va tov aenoet EAe0Bepo MOTE Vo TAPEL KL AVTOG LEPOG GTOVG ALYMDVEG, OUMC EKEIVOG
apvnOnKe.

H épvnon avtn otdbnke apoppr| Yo va pouvtdcet 1 VTOPOCKOVGA SVGOPECKELN Kot VoL EECTAGEL tidt
Aok e&€yepon, eawvopevo oyt acvvidioto oto Bulavtio. Katd tn didpketo tov flotwv topoydv mov
axoAovONnGav, ckot@dnKay OAot oxedov ot I'dthot g Ppovpdc, Kabmg katl GAAOL 0EI®UATOVYOL, EVD
TOAAG ONUOGLOL KTIPLOL KOTAGTPAPT KOV,

Otav 0 O@£0d0610¢ TANpoQopONKeE T YEYOVOTA, EEO0PYIOTIKE KO OTOPAGIGE VO TILOPNGEL GKANPA
v TOAN. Xto Medohava (o onpeptvé Middvo g Itaiiog) dmov Bpiokotav, o emioKomog Tng TOANG
ApPpoc1og Tpocmddnce va Tov TEIGEL VoL QOVEL ETIEIKNG, OAAAL YOPIg OTOTEAEGLA.

O emffoavteg ['0tO01 exTéLECAV TNV TWOPIR LE TOV O QPIKTO TPOTO. Tnv emdpevn pépa o Aadg
mpoonABe avvroyiactog otov Innddpopo, yio va mapakorovbncet tovg aydves. Otav To TAnog
GLYKEVTPOONKE KOl TOYLOEVTNKE, 0L oTPATIOTEG EEYLONKAY LEGH KO ApyLoav Vo opalovv dTolov
éPprokav pumpootd Toug ywpig didkpion. Ta Bopata Eptacav tig 7.000 1 cOpemve pe dALeg TyES, Tig
15.000.

"Yotepa amod to Eykinpo autd o ®godoctog fpédnke ta Xpiotovyevva ota Medidodava kot BEAnce va
petafet otnv ExkAnocio yia va kowveovioetl. Oumg o dyltog ApPpdcioc, vivpévos to 1lepatikd Tov
auoia, Bynke otn 60pa Tov vood Kot dgv Tov enETpEyE va Tpoywpnoel. «Eivar ta xépia cov Pappéva
pe aipox, Tov gine. Illpoomabdviog va dikatodoynBel o Avtokpdaropag andvinoce otov lepdpym: «Ki o
Aofid apdptnoe». Tote o ApPpociog tov gime: «Tov punbnkeg oto £ykinua, vo. tov uiundeic Kot
ot petdvolon! O @e0d0610¢ VIAKOLTE, LITEKLYE 6ToV apoptond g Exkinciag kot emotpépovtag
ota avaktopa kafvrofAnOnke oto emtipo omd to omoio eENABE petd and oktd pnves. Etot éywve
TAAL OEKTOG KOTA TNV EMOUEVT] £0PTT] TNG YEVVNOTG TOV XPLoToD, aPod OLOAGYNGE TTPONYOLUEVAC
dNuoOCLO GTOV 1EPO VOO TNV GUOPTIO Kol TEGUEVOG UITPOVUVTA LLE TO TPOGMTO GTO £60(POG, EKPOVNCE
10 daPowcd ekeivo: «ekoAOn Tm e6d@eL 1 yoyn pov, {noov pe kotd tov Adyov covy (Eva e 10
£001p0oC EYIVE N WLYN LoV, 0MGE Lov {mN UE TOV AOY0 GOV), TTOPOKAADVIAC Y10 GUYYVAUN.

A6 auTi] TNV GKNVI] TNG HETAVOLOG TOV AVTOKPATOPA EIVOL EPTVEVGUEVO TO TUPAKATO KOULATL
YW TETPAP@VN Xop®dia pe To Opa va exTiBeTon 1000 IKE KoL 0t TS TEooepels pmvés. Kat’
eEaipeon kon Yo avToV TOV AdY0 €181Ka 01 Tevopor Aéve To OEpa viovpumrapovtog Toug Madoovg,
AOPIS va. 100V Sk TOVS EEYMPLETI] €I6000 KLl S10(DOPOTOLOVVTAL TTOAD APYOTEPH ATOKTMOVTAS
OTAOWKA POLO Kol HOVGIKO evolagépov. H kKpdkmon £pyetor Tpog To TEAOS Ko OV ivar
Toyoio 1 TeElsvTOio avayyshia Tov «Eleison» and tovg Tevopovs. Enpovtiko givar exiong to
diaotnna ™G okTéPag 6To 2° péTpo Tov BEpaTog, To omoio svpPoriler TNy «Osia Enikinon» g
YOS TOV HETAVONLEVOV AVTOKPATOPA.

To épyo aplep®VETOL GTOV TVELUATIKO OV TATEPW, TT. XPNOTO ANUNTPOTOVAO, OAAY KOl GTO
eKKANGilooue Tov TopekkAnciov g Zmoddyov Inyng Alcovg Néag Dihadérpelac.

23-2-17

Xapng Kavéxng, Xvvhémng — [Mavictog






"The Repentance of Theodosius the Great, 390 A.D. (Kyrie eleison)"
Fugato for S.A.T.B. choir

«H petavora Tov Meydhov Ocodoaiov, 390 n.X. (Kvpie erénoov)»
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"The Repentance of Theodosius the Great, 390 A.D. (Kyrie eleison)"
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