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GREEK SUITE FOR STRINGS 
on nine Greek Folk Songs and Dances

 

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΣΟΥΙΤΑ ΓΙΑ ΕΓΧΟΡ∆Α 
πάνω σε 9 παραδ. τραγούδια και χορούς

Dedicated to Igor Rybak
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Violin II
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  A: A "Kleftiko" (κλέφτικο) song of the freedom fighters who were hiding in the mountains of 
       mainland Greece during the 400-year (some places 500-year) long Turkish Occupation 
       of the country, describing the hardships of their life.
  B: Song from Ipiros (Ήπειρος), (NW Greece), on the sorrows of being away from the mother-land: 
       Jiannis has been away in foreign countries for so long and cried so much, that his handkerchief  
       which he has tried to wash in the river, has coloured five rivers and still has not become clean...
  C: A Wedding Song from the island of Skyros (Σκύρος), sung also on other Aegan Sea islands. 
  D: Song from Macedonia (Μακεδονία), (N Greece), on life's hardships.
  E: "Zonaradikos" (Ζωναράδικος), a dance from Thrace (Θράκη), (NE Greece). A semi circle dance 
        during which the dancers hold each other's richly embelished belts. 
  F: A Lullaby from the island of Thasos (Θάσος), (N Greece).  
  G: A Song from the Aegean Sea islands, begging the Sea to spare the lives of the loved ones... 
  H: "Tsamikos" (Τσάµικος), Song and Dance from Thessaly (Θεσσαλία), (Central Greece), of the 
        already mentioned above freedom fighters.
  I: "Pentozali" (Πεντοζάλη), A characteristic vigorous dance from the island of Crete, somewhat 
       adapted  for strings, as it is originally for Cretan Lyre and improvisatory. 
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