Marilena Zlatanou

A cantata on selections from KAHLIL GIBRAN’S book

For Soprano (or mezzo-soprano) and Baritone soloists,
Mixed Choir and Symphony Orchestra



Durata
1. FAREWELL: ca 8 min
2. LOVE: ca 26 min.
3. CHILDREN: ca 5 min. 15 sec.
4. WORK: ca 9 min. 40 sec.
5. JOY AND SORROW: ca 7 min. 30 sec.
6. LIFE AND DEATH: ca 7 min.

A selection of texts from THE PROPHET by KAHLIL GIBRAN

FAREWELL (1)

How shall I go in peace and without sorrow?
Nay, not without a wound in the spirit shall I leave this city.

Long were the days of pain I have spent within its walls,

and long were the nights of aloneness;

and who can depart from his pain and his aloneness without regret?

It is not a garment I cast off this day, but a skin that I tear with my own hands.
Nor is it a thought I leave behind me,

but a heart made sweet with hunger and with thirst.

Yet I cannot tarry longer.

The sea that calls all things unto her calls me, and 1 must embark.

Sons of my ancient mother, you riders of the tides,
how often have you sailed in my dreams.
And now you come in my awakening, which is my deeper dream.

Ready am I to go, and my eagerness with sails full set awaits the wind.

Let not the waves of the sea separate us now,

and the years you have spent in our midst become a memory.
You have walked among us a spirit,

and your shadow has been a light upon our faces.

Much have we loved you.

But speechless was our love, and with veils has it been veiled.
And ever has it been that love knows not its own depth
until the hour of separation.

Prophet of God, in quest for the uttermost,

long have you searched the distances for your ship.

And now your ship has come, and you must needs go.

Yet this we ask ere you leave us, that you speak to us and give us of your truth.
And we will give it unto our children,

and they unto their children, and it shall not perish.

In your aloneness you have watched with our days, and in your wakefulness
you have listened to the weeping and the laughter of our sleep.

Now therefore disclose us to ourselves,and tell us all that has been shown you
of that which is between birth and death.



LOVE (2)

When love beckons to you follow him, though his ways are hard and steep.
And when his wings enfold you yield to him,

though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you.

And when he speaks to you believe in him,though his voice may shatter your dreams
as the north wind lays waste the garden.

For even as love crowns you so shall he crucify you.

Even as he is for your growth so is he for your pruning.

Even as he ascends to your height and caresses your tenderest branches

that quiver in the sun,

So shall he descend to your roots and shake them in their clinging to the earth.
Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself.

Love possesses not nor would it be possessed;

For love is sufficient unto love.

When you love you should not say,

"God is in my heart,” but rather, I am in the heart of God."

And think not you can direct the course of love,

if it finds you worthy, directs your course.

Love has no other desire but to fulfil itself.

But if you love and must needs have desires, let these be your desires:
To melt and be like a running brook that sings its melody to the night.
To know the pain of too much tenderness.

To be wounded by your own understanding of love;

And to bleed willingly and joyfully.

To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of loving;
To rest at the noon hour and meditate love's ecstasy;

To return home at eventide with gratitude;

And then to sleep with a prayer for the beloved in your heart

and a song of praise upon your lips.

CHILDREN (3)

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.

They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts.

For they have their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies but not their souls,

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit,
not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.



WORK (4)
You work that you may keep pace with the earth and the soul of the earth.

Life is indeed darkness save when there is urge,

And all urge is blind save when there is knowledge,

And all knowledge is vain save when there is work,

And all work is empty save when there is love;

And when you work with love you bind yourself to yourself,
and to one another, and to God.

It is to weave the cloth with threads drawn from your heart,

even as if your beloved were to wear that cloth.

It is to build a house with affection,

even as if your beloved were to dwell in that house.

It is to sow seeds with tenderness and reap the harvest with joy,

even as if your beloved were to eat the fruit.

It is to charge all things you fashion with a breath of your own spirit,

And to know that all the blessed dead are standing about you and watching.

And he alone is great who turns the voice of the wind
into a song made sweeter by his own loving.

Work is love made visible.

JOY AND SORROW (5)

When you are joyous, look deep into your heart and you shall find

it is only that which has given you sorrow that is giving you joy.

When you are sorrowful look again in your heart,

and you shall see that in truth you are weeping for that which has been your delight.

Some of you say, "Joy is greater than sorrow,” and others say,

"Nay, sorrow is the greater."

But I say unto you, they are inseparable.

Together they come, and when one sits alone with you at your board,
remember that the other is asleep upon your bed.

And could you keep your heart in wonder at the daily miracles of your life,
your pain would not seem less wondrous than your joy;

And you would accept the seasons of your heart,

even as you have always accepted the seasons that pass over your fields.
And you would watch with serenity through the winters of your grief.

LIFE AND DEATH (6)

That which is you dwells above the mountain and roves with the wind.
Your daily life is your temple and your religion.
Whenever you enter into it take with you your all.

You would know the secret of death.
But how shall you find it unless you seek it in the heart of life?

For life and death are one, even as the river and the sea are one.

Only when you drink from the river of silence shall you indeed sing.
And when you have reached the mountain top, then you shall begin to climb.
And when the earth shall claim your limbs, then shall you truly dance.
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(A Selection of texts from THE PROPHET)
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Marilena Zlatanou

4. Joy and Sorrow

(A Selection of Texts From THE PROPHET)

THE PROPHET
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Life and Death

(A Selection of Texts From THE PROPHET)

THE PROPHET

Marilena Zlatanou
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