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From the collection "Ogura Hyakunin Isshu",  [A hundred persons’ poems], Jito Tennoh, early 12th century

The spring has passed
And the summer has arrived
The very white
Cloths are hung out, it is said because of summer
On the Mount of Heaven’s Perfume

2 

From  "Kokinshu",  [A Collection of poems from the past and present] , Anon, c.905

The May waiting
Citrus flower 
When I smell its scent
A person in the past
Brings the scent of his/her sleeves

3  

From "Oku no Hosomichi", [Narrow road to the Interior],  Basho Matsuo, 1689

Deep silence —
The shrill of cicadas
Seeps into the rock 

The text has been kindly selected by Yuri Kato. 
First performance by Composers Orchestra, 12 May 2011, Reid Concert Hall, Edinburgh 
Nigel Osborne (conductor), Gudrun Hirt (soprano)

Translation: Atsuko Betchaku



INSTRUMENTATION

VOICE

TAM TAM  [tam tam medium mallet] 

BASS DRUM  [normal bass drum mallet]

2 HARPS [1 concert harp and 1 lever harp]

STRING ORCHESTRA

DURATION ~ 3':40'' MINUTES
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THREE JAPANESE MINIATURES

1
The spring has passed
And the summer has arrived
The very white
Cloths are hung out, it is said because of summer
On the Mount of Heaven’s Perfume

con delicatezza e pacato
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2
The May waiting
Citrus flower 
When I smell its scent
A person in the past
Brings the scent of his/her sleeves
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The shrill of cicadas   
Seeps into the rock
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