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Preface

This work was inspired by the life and work of the sculptor Yiannoulis Halepas. He was born in 1851 in the island
of Tinos, Greece, and died in Athens in 1938. From an early age he had shown an interest in sculpture and even
though his family was from a sculpting tradition, Yiannoulis had to overcome his family's objections to follow the
art. When he was 18 he moved to Athens where he finished the Polytechnic in half the customary time and with the
highest marks. In 1873, he went to Munich to attend the Academy of Fine Arts and he also completed his studies
there in record time, partially due to the withdrawal of his scholarship. When he returned to Athens he started to
work intensely and productively and he completed among other works, two of his most popular sculptures ("Satyr

and Eros" and "the Sleeping Girl") in which he combined neoclassical tradition with realism.

At the age of 28, mental problems were beginning to plague him, and he started to exhibit signs of depression and
strain. Halepas and his family returned to Tinos where he spent an empty period of ten years, during which the only
artistic work he made was sketches (which he destroyed shortly after). On July 11, 1888, Halepas was put in the
state psychiatric clinic in Corfu. He stayed there for 14 years and then he went back to his home in Tinos one year
after his father's death. His output during those years was non-existent. From 1902, at the age of 51, he lived with

his mother whose overprotectiveness prevented him from any artistic endeavours.

Halepas’s "rebirth" began in 1918 (two years after his mother’s death) and the creative energy lasted until 1930.
Marble was replaced by clay, and his work was exhibited in Athens receiving awards and honours. However,
Yiannoulis Halepas continued his ascetic life in Tinos. The sculptor lived his last years (1930-1938) in Athens with
his niece who offered him an environment of warmth and affection which allowed him to devote himself totally to
art. An art completely different from his contemporaries, which is not surprising considering he lived almost 40

years in psychological and artistic isolation.

This piece of music has been written in such a way as to attempt to mirror the sculptor’s life, a tragedy in three acts.
The structure is of a three-parts concerto follows the oscillations of the sculptor’s creative and personal life: a

vigorous first section, a slow middle part, and a content ending— in a way of catharsis.



Portrait of Yiannoulis Halepas by Dr Panayiotis Dafiotis

Dr Panayiotis Dafiotis
BA Visual Arts, Aristotle University, Thessaloniki, Greece.
MA, PhD in Art Education, Art, Design and Museology, Institute of Education, University of London.



INSTRUMENTATION

[TRANSPOSED SCORE]

3 FLUTES [1 PICCOLO]
3 OBOES [1 ENGLISH HORN]
2 CLARINETS IN Bb
1 BASS CLARINET IN Bb
2 BASSOONS
1 CONTRABASSOON

4 HORNS IN F
3 TRUMPETS IN Bb
2 TROMBONES
1 BASS TROMBONE
1 TUBA

TIMPANI [SET OF 4] + TRIANGLE

PERCUSSIONIST 1:
XYLOPHONE
BASS DRUM
GLOCKENSPIEL

PERCUSSIONIST 2
MARIMBA
SNARE DRUMS
CYMBALS, SUSPENDED CYMBALS
WATERPHONE

2 HARPS

PIANO

STRINGS

MALLETS REQUIRED:
TIMPANI: Soft, medium, hard

XYLOPHONE: Medium
BASS DRUM: Normal bass drum mallet
GLOCKENSPIEL: Soft, wooden, brass

MARIMBA: Medium
SUSPENDED CYMBALS: Yarn
WATERPHONE: Contrabass bow, rubber mallet

Duration ~28":00
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